
ANDY COTGREAVE

@acotgreave

WHAT THE HECK IS A 
DASHBOARD, 
ANYWAY?







Picture of Lucy’s review



Andy Cotgreave

Tableau Evangelist

WHAT THE HECK IS 
A DASHBOARD, 

ANYWAY?



WHO NEEDS A 
BOOK ABOUT 
DASHBOARDS?



Who needs a book about 

dashboards?



WHAT IS A 
DASHBOARD?

WHY DO WE 
NEED THEM?

WHAT MAKES A 
GOOD ONE?



WHAT IS A 
DASHBOARD?

WHY DO WE 
NEED THEM?

WHAT MAKES A 
GOOD ONE?



Word

Count

Time



A dashboard is a visual display of the most 

important information needed to achieve one or 

more objectives; consolidated and arranged on a 

single screen so the information can be monitored 

at a glance.

- Stephen Few (2004)

one definition of a dashboard

From “Dashboard Confusion” in Intelligent Enterprise magazine, March 20, 2004
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A “faceted analytical display” is a set of interactive

charts (primarily graphs and tables) that 

simultaneously reside on a single screen, each of 

which presents a somewhat different view of a 

common dataset, and is used to analyze that 

information.

- Stephen Few (2007)

vs. a “faceted analytical display”

From “Dashboard Confusion Revisited” from PerceptualEdge.com, March 2007
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vs. a “faceted analytical display”
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A dashboard is a visual display of data used to 

monitor conditions and/or facilitate understanding.

- The Big Book of Dashboards (2017)

our definition of a dashboard



1. RIGHT INFO 2. RIGHT AUDIENCE

3. RIGHT MEDIUM
4. SHORTEST TIME 
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https://www.tableau.com/big-book-dashboardsTBBD3 for 30% discount
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